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Congress has passed New Eligibility Dates to Join the American Legion

 The newly signed LEGION ACT off ers American Legion Membership eligibility to any U.S. military 
veteran who served at least one day of acti ve military duty since December 7, 1941, and was 
honorably discharged or is now serving. The Act also eff ects membership in the American Legion 
Auxiliary and the Sons of the American Legion, expanding eligibility for those groups as well. Post 
217 is ready and willing to welcome all new members. Any questi ons please ask an offi  cer or visit 
our website for more info at www.americanlegion217.com or send the Commander an email at 
postcommander217@hotmail.com. Thank you to all who wrote your representati ves in Congress 
and helped get this act passed.

Looking for a way to help out our Post? 

Your 2020 Post Membership fee is now due. By paying your dues before December 31st, 2019 and 
our Post reaches its 100% goal, we will receive a cash rebate from the Department of Michigan. 
What a great fundraiser that is. With over 940 members, we could receive as much as $1400.00. 
Also, you will not be getti  ng all those past due noti ces in the mail. Please consider paying your dues 
early this year.

Legion Meeti ng Night Change

The Post By-Law changes were approved by the State Judge Advocate. Therefore, our monthly 
Executi ve Committ ee and General Membership meeti ngs will both be held on the fi rst Wednesday 
of every month. The Executi ve Committ ee will meet at 5:30pm and the General Membership 
meeti ng will be at 7:00pm.
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Chaplain’s Corner
Dear fellow members of Post 217
Th e summer season seems to be fl eeting by and times for the vacation are coming to an end with schools opening in September. Moms and dads 
refl ecting on their past vacations with families. Th e Lord Jesus in His all-knowing powers will be with each of us as we continue to proceed for-
ward in our life journey. With the fall season soon upon us, the beautiful fall colors will be here for us to enjoy!
We pray for our brave warriors both home and overseas for safekeeping may they soon return home and well. We pray for the families our our 
MIA’s, to have accountability of their messing loved one. We also pray for those wounded for healing and a quick recovery. Th e Lord be with 
them all.
We pray for Post 217 and all the offi  cers. May we all enjoy the time we serve our brothers and sisters.
For God and country, God Bless America
Wayne (Bud) Shoup

SR. VICE COMMANDER
It seems like everyone is still enjoying their summer. We’re all trying to squeeze as much in as we can before we’re 
overwhelmed with back to school and fall sales. As much as I appreciate the heat, I look forward to autumn. Something
about that time of the season helps me slowdown and refl ect. I am a very fortunate person. I am in decent shape, have a 
great spouse, family and friends. I also belong to one of the best legions around! It’s our haven. A place for veterans
to connect. It’s our place to laugh, cry and shoot the (well you know…). Our post has a great view! I hear that all the 
time. As great as our view is, what is accomplished from our post is what’s really great! All the programs we support 
throughout our community makes us great. As summer comes to a close, please take time to refl ect on what you have. 
For everything you don’t have, remember what you do have. We are more fortunate than we realize. I certainly am. Enjoy
the season.

For God and country,
Pete Kalil

FROM THE COMMANDER
Hello Brothers & Sisters

It’s been a busy yet great summer so far! 4th of July Parade and lunch with Department Commander Wood and his wife First Lady 
Margaret was just a great day, they really enjoyed the hospitality and kindness of our Post! 217 also hosted Tribute to Fallen Soldiers 
Northwest out of Oregon, I was contacted by Warren Williamson early in the year about what they do and who they honor which is 
the Gold Star families of fallen Soldiers, they start in Oregon and visit many states and families with a torch that stays lit until they 
reach Arlington National Cemetery. After a few conversations I felt this was something our Riders at Post 217 would be honored to 
host so I got with Director John Crossno who gladly took over and what a great job John and all the Riders provided, I am so proud of 
our Post and all that made it happen. Ken Craft and the SAL, Cari Ann Salamon and the Auxiliary, Jon Crossno and the Riders, thank 
you for what you do for your continued support to ensure our members and Veterans are taken care of!!!

I have posted information on the Legion Act and the Mission Act on our website www.americanlegion217.com. 
Please take some time to read, the Legion Act allows all Honorable discharged Military who served from December 7, 1941 to 
present to join the American Legion which is great news and something we all have wanted! The Mission Act allows Veterans to 
request a private Doctor, there are certain rules and I have all the information on our website - www.americanlegion217.com. I am 
also working on a class at the Post for more clarifi cation on the Mission Act so stay tuned.

The kitchen is complete and WOW it’s really nice. Stop by and take a look, we are planning our fi rst fundraiser meal with all the 
families so stay tuned and involved!!

Thank each one of you for your Support,
Commander Mike Huber

Booster Club Members - Thank you all for your donati ons for this issue of the newslett er. Those that have donated in previous 
issues, your names are displayed on the computer screen in the Post Lounge. You are very much appreciated.

Donna & Dennis Guzenda In Memoriam of Joe McDermott Lois McDermott Larry & Tracie Stec

Don Lesnikowski In Memoriam of Bob Reichelderfer Colleen Billings Dan Orta

Anita Krolikowski In Memoriam of Vern Moff ett In Memorium Elizabeth Boutain Patt erson

There isn’t a dollar price per line. Whatever you wish to donate to help defray the cost of the newslett er is appreciated.

Attention Veterans:
If you need to fi le a claim with the Veterans Administration, the American Legion has a Veterans Service Offi  cer to assist you, 
located at the Downriver Community Conference – John D. Dingell Building, 15100 Northline Road, Southgate, Michigan 
48195. Eff ective March 1, 2017, hours are every Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday from 8:00 am – 4:00 pm in Room 100 (park 
in the west parking lot / enter through the Michigan Works Entrance). Bring a copy of your DD 214 paperwork, or for WWII 
Vets, bring a copy of your discharge paperwork. - 313-964-6640 - Ask for the Southgate Offi  ce.



Hello Legion Family,

The Auxiliary has a lot going on even without a meeting in July; we’ve got a lot accomplished and 
scheduled. Caresse Filimon chaired a group of Auxiliary members to hand make 100 lap blankets for 
the veterans at the VA Hospital to celebrate our organization’s 100 years. We will be delivering them 
soon. Thank you to all that participated!!!

We’ve donated money to purchase jackets to the Jo Brighton Special Athletes along with an extra 
donation from Scott’s Sunshine Fund. 

The scholarship forms are due September 9, 2019. We will select a winner - if more than one applicant 
is submitted - $800 to a full time student and $400 to a part time student. If you need a form, they are 
in the Post or you can call or email me and I will send you one. 734-576-2946 or email alaunit217presi-
dent@gmail.com.

We have a blood drive scheduled for September 10, 2019, from noon until 6pm. The American Red 
Cross will bring their mobile unit for donations. Please sign up to donate or let me know if you want to 
volunteer for the day. Streamline your donation experience and save up to 15 minutes on the day of 
the drive by visiting RedCrossBlood.org/RapidPass to complete your pre-donation reading and health 
history questions.

Save the date - November 9, 2019, for the gALA - A celebration of 100 years for the organization and 
a night to make history! Flyers will be out around town and on Facebook. Tickets will be on sale soon. 
$50 per ticket for dinner, drinks and entertainment.

It is so nice to see new faces at our meetings and around the Post. Please continue to support us and 
the Legion Family. We CAN and DO make a difference in the community and for the veterans. Our 
next meeting is September 11, 2019 at 7pm. Let’s remember -  For Service Not Self.

Thank you,
Cari Ann Salamon

President
Cari Ann Salamon

1st Vice President
Liz Rice

2nd Vice President
Linda Ciemnicki

Secretary
Linda Stanko

Treasurer
Eileen Houser

Historian
Patty J. Huber

Chaplain
Alicia Smith

Sgt.-at- Arms
Claudia Sendo

Executive Board
Caresse Filimon
Beverly Lapinski
Caroline Sutherby

What a terrible last couple months it’s been. Too many bike accidents happening. I won’t go into the
details of them, mainly for privacy reasons. Most of you are probably already aware of who our members are 
that have gone down. Please conti nue to pray for them.

On a positi ve note, we hosted the Tribute to Fallen Soldiers that came through in July. What a turn out
that was. Granted some of that was because it was also our Huck’s Hawaiian Shirt Night Memorial. Thank 
you again to Deb for sharing that evening with the hosti ng of the Tribute event. One of their riders, who’s 
been doing it for all the 10 years it’s been happening said that our welcome and support was the best he’s 
experienced yet in all those 10 years. Thank you again to everyone who parti cipated in one way or another, 
including just being there.

Our Fall Ride has been decided on. More details will be posted on our Facebook page, but essenti ally,
it’s going to be a trip down to the Bridges of Indiana. Around the end of September.
Don’t forget that its membership renewal ti me for some of the Legion families. If your membership isn’t
up to date there, then your membership with the Riders will not be valid. Get those dues paid ASAP!

Everyone have fun and be safe, and remember to keep the rubber side down!

John ‘Drift er’ Crossno, Director ALR 217

Director
John Crossno

Asst. Director
Doug Williams

Treasurer
Ron Vilag

Chaplain
Bill Speed Rice

Membership
Liz Rice

Secretary
Phil Smalley

Sgt-at-Arms
John O Easley

Road Captain
Dan Fell

TABS FOR TOTS
If you donate tabs, please sign the list located by the Tab Drop Box on the landing going upstairs. Please print legibly. Proceeds for 
Tabs for Tots goes toward pediatric items at Henry Ford Wyandott e Hospital. Your donati ons are appreciated and many are multi ple 
monthly donors; Thank you!

Eileen Houser Beth Gendron Bill Payne Laurie Gury - Henry Ford Cancer Center Downriver Gabby - The Dancing Queen

Doug Zang Jerry Porter Al Starzec Rob Gury - Our Lady of the Scapular Church Oakley - Litt le Bit

Paul Zdunczyk In Memoriam of Jack Kell Vicky & Doug Ferrans Sydney, John, Jillian Walters



Booster Club Form

Our Booster Club members are very special people. They help         
us continue to publish this newsletter. If you would like to join the 
Booster Club, please complete the form and provide your dona-
tion.  We will add your name to the list that will be published in 
the current issue.
  
PLEASE fi ll out this form, make your check or money order pay-
able to the American Legion Post 217 and send it to:

American Legion Post 217
ATTN: News Editor

2817 Van Alstyne Blvd.
Wyandotte, MI 48192

DATE:  __________________________________________

Name(s): __________________________________________

             ___________________________________________

I have enclosed :   $ ___________________

Post 217 Change Information Form

Member of: Legion ____ Aux ____ SAL ____

Name ___________________________________

New Address ________________________________
________________________________________

Email Address:  ______________________________

Name is spelled incorrectly please change the spelling to:
____________________________________________

I am reporting the death of a member

Date of Death: ___________________________

Name: __________________________________

Please fi ll out any pertinent information and return to the appro-
priate Membership Committee: (ie.. Legion, 

Auxiliary or Sons of American Legion)

American Legion Post 217
2817 Van Alstyne

Wyandotte, MI  48192

To all S.A.L Members, fall is fast approaching! Where did the summer go? There is sti ll plenty of ti me to
come down and enjoy the pati o and the great river view! 

Unfortunately, we were unable to complete of membership goals for 2019. If you didn’t renew for
2019 and are sti ll interested in conti nuing your membership, please contact us for the proper
procedures. Your membership renewal is sti ll very important to us and all dues support S.A.L. programs
for our veterans and our community.

We are now collecti ng dues for the 2020 year. Individual lett ers have been sent out to all current members, 
please respond as soon as possible so that you can help us get a head start on our 2020 goals! (If you have 
already submitt ed your 2020 dues your new cards are on the way!). Remember you can stop by the post any ti me 
or send your renewal by mail to, Sons of The American Legion, 2817 Van Alstyne St, Wyandott e, MI 48192

Our second annual Brian Ross Smith Memorial Golf Outi ng was a triumph! It was a beauti ful day with lots of 
sunshine and errant balls everywhere! While a larger turnout would have been desirable, we appreciate those 
groups that did parti cipate and thank them for helping us be successful! The steak dinner provided by Wesburn 
Golf and Country Club was a big hit! Wesburn was a fantasti c host and went all out with lots of delicious food 
and accommodati ons. Many local businesses also provide fantasti c prizes. A special shout out to Bill Shaw for 
all his hard work and commitment to help guarantee our success. Thank you, Mr. Shaw! Please join us next year 
for another fun fi lled day! All funds from this event will also be used help us to conti nue supporti ng Veteran 
Programs and our community. 

We are selling a challenge coin to also aid in supporti ng our Veteran programs. This coin is unique because it also 
has a ball marker (the Sons Logo) built into it. A sample is available in the display case near the front door.

These are available at the post or contact any offi  cer Please att end our regular general meeti ngs, held on the 2 
nd Thursday of each month at 7:00 pm. Every current member is welcome and encouraged to parti cipate. Please 
come out and support us with fresh ideas and parti cipati on.
Thank You - Ken Craft , Squadron Commander

Commander
Ken Craft

Sr. Vice Cmdr.
John Crossno

Jr. Vice Cmdr.
Ken Gorecki Sr.

Adjutant
Rob Bunton

Chaplain
Ed Gorecki

Financial Offi cer
Terry Connelly

Sgt. at Arms
Ken Gorecki Jr.

Judge Advocate
Bob Mayrand



OCTOBER
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 WVHG Rifl e 
Club 10 am

2 Legion Exc Com 
Mtg 5:30 pm
Legion General 
Membership Mtg. 
7pm

3 4 5 Soul Purpose - 
R&B band 8pm
16th District 
Tour - 8am at 
Post 217

6 7 8  Legion Riders 
Mtg. 7pm

9 Auxiliary Meeting 
7 pm

10 SAL Ex. 
Comm - 6:30 pm 
S.A.L. Mtg 7pm

11 12

13 Happy 
Birthday 
Navy!

14 15 16 17 Coffee w/ 
Commander 9 - 
11 am

18 19

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30 Auxiliary Exec 
Board Mtg. 6:30 pm

31

SEPTEMBER
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 Labor Day 3 WVHG Rifl e 
Club 10 am

4 Legion Exc Com 
Mtg 5:30 pm
Legion 
General Member-
ship Mtg. 7pm

5 6 7

8 9 10  Legion Riders 
Mtg. 7pm

Blood Drive
Noon - 6pm

11  Auxiliary Meet-
ing 7 pm

12 SAL Ex. 
Comm - 6:30 pm 
S.A.L. Mtg 7pm

13 14

15 16 17 18 Firekeepers 
Casino Trip 
10am - 7pm $55

Air Force Birthday!

19 Coffee w/ 
Commander 9 - 
11 am

20 21 Channel 
Cats - Classic 
Rock Band 8pm

22 23 24 25 Auxiliary Exec 
Baord Mtg 6:30pm

26 27 28

29 Gold Star 
Mother’s 
Day

30



                                                                     The gALA ti ckets will be on sale soon.      $50 each for a night to make history!!



From the Post Adjutant:

  The 2020 dues renewal is well underway and we are already halfway to our 100% renewal goal.I am asking all members 
to consider paying your dues early this year so that we may qualify for the Department rebate on dues. This rebate will 
be used to further support the Veterans programs of our Post. Also, if you have any changes to your status (address, 
phone, email etc) please leave me a note so that I may change the system. I have received complaints from members 
that they aren’t receiving their Michigan Legionnaire Newspaper or American Legion magazine. Almost always it is 
because they have not changed their address. If you are not receiving the Post newslett er and your dues are paid, please 
send us a note at newsandviews217@gmail.com and we will get you on the Post mailing list. Hope to see more of you at 
the monthly meeti ngs now that they are changed to the fi rst Wednesday of the month.

Bob Salamon, Post Adjutant

From our members:
Hello my fellow Post 217 Veterans,
Just wanted to say thank you to all of the people who voted for me for the Executive Committee. I had not one or two officers 
of the 2018-2019 committee come up to me and ask me to run, but three. After some talk with my family, I decided to run. 
Even though I didn’t make it, I’m continuing to learn and vote at the monthly meetings. My military background is Navy. I did 5 
years active primarily serving on the USS Prairie(doing 2-6 month Pac’s) and going into the reserves for 16 years until I retired. 
Which leads me to this - There is going to be a retiree Appreciation Day at Selfridge Air National Guard Base on Saturday, 
September 19th at 8:00am. This will be held at the Dining Facility, Bldg 164, 43156 Wagner St. I saw this going through the 
latest “E” copy of Shifting Colors. For More Info:  POC:selfrao@yahoo.com or call (800) 645-9416 x 239-5580.Tues-Fri (9:00am 
to 3:00pm). I hope to see many of you out on our Patio. Let’s have a great rest of the summer!!
Steve Brown - aka Steve from Allen Park
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   Time Sensitive Material - Please Expedite Delivery To:

PLEASE MARK THE FOLLOWING IMPORTANT DATES ON YOUR CALENDAR

 SERVICE OFFICER HOURS                               SECOND MONDAY OF EACH MONTH         4:00 PM TO 8:00 P.M.
 POST EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING    1ST WEDNESDAY               @  5:30 P.M.
 AUXILIARY UNIT MEMBERSHIP MEETING   2ND WEDNESDAY              @  7:00 P.M.
 POST GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING    1st WEDNESDAY              @  7:00 P.M.
 SAL MEETING       2ND THURSDAY              @  7:00 P.M.
 RIFLE CLUB MEETING      1ST TUESDAY               @10:00 A.M.
 LEGION RIDERS MEETING      2nd TUESDAY               @  7:00 P.M.

VETERANS SERVICE OFFICER - STEVE MANGO IS AVAILABLE AT THE POST ON THE 2ND MONDAY OF EACH MONTH. IF 
THERE IS ANY REASON THAT YOU NEED IMMEDIATE ATTENTION, PLEASE CALL 734-626-3552 UP UNTIL 10 PM 


