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Children’s Christmas Party  - Sunday, December 8, 2019  - 1pm to 3pm

Open to all children/grandchildren ages 2 yrs to 10 yrs of members of A.L. Post 217. Deadline for 
sign up is Friday, November 22, 2019. We will have food, drinks, snacks and a gift  for each child 
from Santa.

We are asking for a $5.00 deposit for each child signed up due to numerous no-shows in past years. 
You will receive your $5.00 back along with the gift  for your child when you att end. Anyone signed 
up that does not show will forfeit deposit.

Name of Child___________________________________________Age____ Male____ Female____

Parent/Grandparent Name________________________________________________

Deposit Paid $__________

Name of Child____________________________________________ge_____ Male___ Female____

Parent/Grandparent Name________________________________________________

Deposit Paid $__________

Meet one-on-one with one of our highly trained MMAP volunteers who will help you sort 
through your Medicare Part D or Medicare Advantage Plan choices. Assistance Events will be held 
throughout our six-county, southeast Michigan service region. Events are held at senior centers, 

libraries, houses of worship and other community venues. Reservati ons are required. Call 800-803-
7174 to make an appointment.



Chaplain’s Corner
Fellow Veterans:

The Fall season is here and the Winter season is quickly coming upon us, the Lord Jesus has truly blessed our country with the 
freedom we enjoy each and every day. I pray we never lose it. Many servicemen and ladies laid down their lives for this freedom we 
enjoy, may we always remember their sacrifi ce. As we sit down to our Thanksgiving dinner this November, may we always remember 
our freedom is a gift from God. With December approaching, brings the season of Christmas, much shopping and hustle and shuf-
fl ing to be done. May we not forget the true meaning of Christmas which is the birth of our dear Savior Jesus Christ. In Him may we 
put our trust for Salvation. This also is a time for families to come together to enjoy the occasion. As we do so may we remember our 
Brothers and Sisters who are serving our country both here and abroad, for health and safety. May the Lord Jesus Christ bless all who 
have served.

God Bless you, God Bless America!

For God and Country, 
Chaplain, Wayne “Bud” Shoup

SR. VICE COMMANDER
If you’ve been to our post this October, you might have noticed that the lounge has been showing 50s and 60s horror fi lms 
from the Mike and Patti Huber library. Last week I noticed that one of my favorite fl icks, The Fly, starring Vincent Price was 
up on the screen. Back in the 50s, Mr. Price was one of the highest paid actors in Hollywood. During the McCarthyism 
campaign, Mr. Price took time from his radio show, The Saint, to address his audience:

“Ladies and gentlemen, poison doesn’t always come in bottles. And it isn’t always marked with a skull and crossbones 
as danger. Poison can take the form of words, and phrases, and acts: the venom of racial and religious hatred. Here in 
the United States, perhaps more than ever before, we must learn to recognize the poison of prejudice, and discover the 
antidote to its dangerous effects. Evidences of racial and religious hatred in our country place a potent weapon in the 
hands of our enemies, providing them with the ammunition of criticism. Moreover, group hatred menaces the entire fabric 
of democratic life. As for the antidote, you can fi ght prejudice. First, by recognizing it for what it is, and second by actively 
accepting or rejecting people on their individual worth. And by speaking up against prejudice, and for understanding. 
Remember, freedom and prejudice can’t exist side by side. If you choose freedom, fi ght prejudice.”

Mr. Price was one of my favorite actors and American. His quote is just as relevant today as it was in the 1950’s. God 
bless you sir.

For God and country,
Pete Kalil - Senior Vice Commander

FROM THE COMMANDER
Hello Brothers & Sisters,

  As I write this we are heading into a few busy months starting in November with Veterans Day weekend, Saturday November 9th 
our Post Auxiliary is celebrating their 100th year with a gALA, tickets and information available at the Post. Sunday November 10th 
we will be having our “ Grand Opening “ of our newly remodeled kitchen with a $5 Breakfast and a $5 Bloody Mary bar from 8 
am to 11 am... our Post AL Riders will be attending the breakfast then staging to ride down to Detroit for the Veterans Day Parade 
representing Post 217!!
Monday November 11th we are having our Veterans Day Ceremony at the Post at 6:00pm to Honor our Veterans then dessert will 
follow so please join us.
December 7th will be our Pearl Harbor day with more details to follow. December 8th I am told Santa Claus will be making a visit 
and hopefully Frosty the Snowman will be visiting also!! More details will be available!

We are a busy and active Post which I am so proud to be a part of!

My wife Patty and I would like to wish each one of you a Happy Thanksgiving and a Merry Christmas!!

I salute you with Gratitude & Pride!
Commander - Mike Huber

Booster Club Members - Thank you all for your donati ons for this issue of the newslett er. Those that have donated in previous 
issues, your names are displayed on the computer screen in the Post Lounge. You are very much appreciated.

Joe Struntz John & Linda Easley Dan Orta Colleen Billings Gloria Hunt Donna & Dennis Guzenda

Im Memorium Stanley Jaciuck In Memorium John M. Jaciuck In Memorium Elizabeth Boutain Patt erson

There isn’t a dollar price per line. Whatever you wish to donate to help defray the cost of the newslett er is appreciated.



Hello Legion Family,

By the time this receives you we will be celebrating our 100 years as an organization at The gALA. I 
want to thank all that were on the committee to prepare such an event. The details and the leg work 
was more than I expected to be a part of; such a learning experience. Some questions were asked as 
to why only our Unit to celebrate for the whole ALA organization. Here’s the simplest and most straight 
forward answer…. because National American Legion Auxiliary challenged every Unit to celebrate the 
100 years. So some Units had a lunch, some visited hospitals, some had pizza and cake. We hosted a 
gALA and I hope our guests’ had a wonderful time.

As we prepare for Thanksgiving and Christmas, please keep in mind those that are serving and 
protecting us and our freedoms. The soldiers that are away from home need us to keep them in our 
prayers and to do all to help them home safely. Thanksgiving is a time for giving thanks and celebrat-
ing with family and friends. I am thankful that I have such an amazing family, Legion Family and 
friends.

When you are out shopping or running errands, wear your Auxiliary Unit 217 shirt or American Legion 
Sweatshirt. Be proud to be a member of such an organization that impacts so many lives. We all at 
Edward C. Headman have so much to be proud of and to be thankful to belong.

Christmas time can be so stressful and ‘commercial’. Try not to be so rushed and worried about store 
bought gifts. Give from the heart. A hug, a smile, a chat or even a handmade card can be the one thing 
someone needs. Be the Gift.

Happy Thanksgiving and a very Merry Christmas to all of you!! My gift to you is a prayer for health, 
happiness and strength. 

Service Not Self. For God and Country.
Cari Ann Salamon - Unit 217 President

President
Cari Ann Salamon

1st Vice President
Liz Rice

2nd Vice President
Linda Ciemnicki

Secretary
Linda Stanko

Treasurer
Eileen Houser

Historian
Patty J. Huber

Chaplain
Alicia Smith

Sgt.-at- Arms
Claudia Sendo

Executive Board
Caresse Filimon
Beverly Lapinski
Caroline Sutherby

Hello Riders and Legion Family,

Well, here we are, almost to the end of this riding season. I imagine that by the ti me this gets to you, 
our next event will have occurred; the annual Veteran’s Day Parade in Detroit. More recently, however, 
we’ve been busy with some riding acti viti es. We had a very successful Fall Ride to the Cleveland Rock 
& Roll Hall of Fame. Everyone had a great ti me at the museum. On our way back, we stopped off  at the 
Christmas Story House Museum. We’d have had to wait too long for a tour, so we nosed around a bit, 
then headed home. Luckily we avoided the expected rain. 

Our Saddlebag of Cheer raffl  e is fast approaching. You’ll soon see them displayed in the lounge,
so don’t forget to purchase your raffl  e ti ckets when they become available. 

Finally, congratulati ons to the four winners of our raffl  e for ti ckets to the American Legion Auxiliary’s 100 
Anniversary Gala Celebrati on; Bill Rice, Rose Cozzens, Bob Salamon and Don St. Amant.

John Crossno
Director, ALR 217

Director
John Crossno

Asst. Director
Doug Williams

Treasurer
Ron Vilag

Chaplain
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Membership
Liz Rice

Secretary
Phil Smalley

Sgt-at-Arms
John O Easley

Road Captain
Dan Fell

TABS FOR TOTS
If you donate tabs, please sign the list located by the Tab Drop Box on the landing going upstairs. Please print legibly. Proceeds for 
Tabs for Tots goes toward pediatric items at Henry Ford Wyandott e Hospital. Your donati ons are appreciated and many are multi ple 
monthly donors; Thank you!

Bill Payne Jean M. Brennan Rob & Laurie Gury (Our Lady of Scapular & Josephine Ford Cancer Center
Cindy Freeman Jim & Ann Pulford In Memory of Jack Kell

Joe Wright Cornerstone Club Condos In Memory of Kip Bennett 

Evan Morris Douglas Robbins Katrina Herrick



Booster Club Form

Our Booster Club members are very special people. They help         
us continue to publish this newsletter. If you would like to join the 
Booster Club, please complete the form and provide your dona-
tion.  We will add your name to the list that will be published in 
the current issue.
  
PLEASE fi ll out this form, make your check or money order pay-
able to the American Legion Post 217 and send it to:

American Legion Post 217
ATTN: News Editor

2817 Van Alstyne Blvd.
Wyandotte, MI 48192

DATE:  __________________________________________

Name(s): __________________________________________

             ___________________________________________

I have enclosed :   $ ___________________

Post 217 Change Information Form

Member of: Legion ____ Aux ____ SAL ____

Name ___________________________________

New Address ________________________________
________________________________________

Email Address:  ______________________________

Name is spelled incorrectly please change the spelling to:
____________________________________________

I am reporting the death of a member

Date of Death: ___________________________

Name: __________________________________

Please fi ll out any pertinent information and return to the appro-
priate Membership Committee: (ie.. Legion, 

Auxiliary or Sons of American Legion)

American Legion Post 217
2817 Van Alstyne

Wyandotte, MI  48192

Dear SAL Members,

This past couple years has been challenging as your new SAL Adjutant. With catching up from the past years work 
and learning the positi on itself, we’re getti  ng there. Membership has been really booming with new members, 
nearly 40 new members in the fi rst 6 months of 2019 alone, but we sti ll need increased support from our current 
members as most are not paying unti l well aft er the fi rst of the year when they learn their membership has been 
suspended. Please get your dues in for 2020 as soon as possible so Squadron 217 can meet our 100% goal by July 
2020. We fi nished the 2019 membership drive at 85% which aff ected the percentages of the other families at 
217.

Soon we’ll be mailing out lett ers advising dues are due. If you get a lett er please disregard as your card just 
passed in the mail. We are off  to a slow start for 2020 as of right now with hopes that the rate of renewals will 
increase. This is a very important thing for the Squadron, the District and Nati onal.

Monthly meeti ngs are the second Thursday of every month at 7:00pm. Please try to make a meeti ng or 2, we 
could use the support. You can also use this ti me to see me and renew your membership and get your 2020 dues 
card.

Sincerely
Rob Bunton
Adjutant

Commander
Ken Craft

Sr. Vice Cmdr.
John Crossno

Jr. Vice Cmdr.
Ken Gorecki Sr.

Adjutant
Rob Bunton

Chaplain
Ed Gorecki

Financial Offi cer
Terry Connelly

Sgt. at Arms
Ken Gorecki Jr.

Judge Advocate
Bob Mayrand

Attention Veterans:
If you need to fi le a claim with the Veterans Administration, our American Legion has a Service Offi  cer to assist 
you, Steve Mango. Steve is available via phone (734-626-3552) or in the Post Lounge on the 2nd Monday of each 
month. Once you have all the proper paperwork you can then go to the Downriver Community Conference – John 
D. Dingell Building, 15100 Northline Road, Southgate, Michigan 48195. Hours are every Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Thursday from 8:00 am – 4:00 pm in Room 100 (park in the west parking lot / enter through the Michigan Works 
Entrance). - 313-964-6640 - Ask for the Southgate Offi  ce.



DECEMBER
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 WVHG Rifl e 
Club 10 am

4 Legion Exc Com 
Mtg 5:30 pm
Legion General 
Membership Mtg. 
7pm

5 6 7 Pearl Harbor 
Day

Santa Pub Crawl

8 Children’s 
Christmas 
Party

9 10  Legion Rid-
ers Mtg. 7pm

11 Auxiliary Meet-
ing 7 pm

12 SAL Ex. 
Comm - 6:30 pm 
S.A.L. Mtg 7pm

13 14

15 16 17 18 19 Coffee w/ 
Commander 9 - 
11 am

20 21

22 23 24 Post will close 
at 6pm

25  Post Closed
Merry Christmas

26 27 28

29 30 31 New Year’s 
Eve Party
7pm - ???
Bring a dish to 
pass

NOVEMBER
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2

3 4 5  WVHG Rifl e 
Club 10 am

6  Legion Exc Com 
Mtg 5:30 pm
Legion 
General Member-
ship Mtg. 7pm

7 8 9 The gALA 
6 - 11 pm Silver 
Shores Water-
front

10 Veterans 
Breakfast 8 - 
11 am $5.00

11 Veterans 
Day Program 
at 6pm in the 
Lounge

12 Legion Riders 
Mtg. 7pm

13 Auxiliary Meet-
ing 7 pm

14 SAL Ex. 
Comm - 6:30 pm 
S.A.L. Mtg 7pm

15 16 Brian 
Bosman and 
Friends 8 - 
Midnight

17 18 19 20 21 Coffee w/ 
Commander 9 - 
11 am

22 23

24 25 26 27 28 Post Closed 
Happy Thanks-
giving

29 30



Membership is at 65%. We need the remaining 35% to send your dues in so that our Post can qualify 
for Department cash awards for reaching 100% renewals. This money will help support our Veterans programs. Dues 

mailed or dropped off  at the Post are updated daily. If you get a past due noti ce it is because your dues may have come 
in a day or two aft er the Nati onal deadline. Check your card. If it says 2020, please disregard the noti ce, if you are unsure 

of your status, contact Adjutant Bob Salamon at 734-658-0408.

Don’t forget about the Veterans Day Raffl  e. 
First Prize is $1000.00 Second Prize is $500.00 and Third prize is $250.00.

Proceeds from this raffl  e go towards a chairlift  to the upstairs meeti ng room and Hall.

Soups are on in the Lounge. Please come on in and enjoy a hot bowl of soup and/or a sandwich. 

For those of you on Facebook, join the group and check out the American Legion page for updates, 
events and specials. Other details, due renewals and events can be found on the website too - htt p://

americanlegion217.com. If you have ideas to share or questi ons that need to be answered, please 
att end a meeti ng to learn and have a VOTE!!!



The Biggest Little Post has a 
space available for rent for all of  

your unique party events. The ‘hall’ 
is available up to 29 guests at a deal 
of a cost. Please call for more details 

and scheduling.
 734-282-2698 or 734-558-1944

Tables and chairs are provided. May bring in your own food or use the 

newly remodeled kitchen. The ‘Hall’ is in need of a name. 
If you have an idea to share, 

please email the commander at 
postcommander217@hotmail.com or 

drop us a letter at 
2817 Van Alstyne, Wyandotte, MI 

48192
These pictures were for a baby shower. 

TWINS!!



The American Legion
Edward C. Headman Post 217
2817 Van Alstyne Blvd.
Wyandotte, MI  48192
Phone: 734-282-2698
www.americanlegion217.com

   
   Non-Profi t Org.
   PRESORTED
   U. S. Postage 
   PAID
   Permit No. 97
   Wyandotte, MI

 
   Time Sensitive Material - Please Expedite Delivery To:

PLEASE MARK THE FOLLOWING IMPORTANT DATES ON YOUR CALENDAR

 SERVICE OFFICER HOURS                               SECOND MONDAY OF EACH MONTH         4:00 PM TO 8:00 P.M.
 POST EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING    1ST WEDNESDAY               @  5:30 P.M.
 AUXILIARY UNIT MEMBERSHIP MEETING   2ND WEDNESDAY              @  7:00 P.M.
 POST GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING    1st WEDNESDAY              @  7:00 P.M.
 SAL MEETING       2ND THURSDAY              @  7:00 P.M.
 RIFLE CLUB MEETING      1ST TUESDAY               @10:00 A.M.
 LEGION RIDERS MEETING      2nd TUESDAY               @  7:00 P.M.


