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Eligibility Requirements for American Legion 
Auxiliary Membership shall be limited to the:

(1) grandmothers, mothers, sisters, spouses, 
and direct and adopted female descendants of 
members of The American Legion; and 

(2) grandmothers, mothers, sisters, spouses, 
and direct and adopted female descendants of 
all men and women who served in either of the 
following periods: April 6, 1917, to November 
11, 1918 and any ti me aft er December 7, 1941 
who, being a citi zen of the United States at the 
ti me of their entry therein served on acti ve duty 
in the Armed Forces of any of the governments 
associated with the United States during either 
eligibility periods and died in the line of duty or 
aft er honorable discharge; 

(3) grandmothers, mothers, sisters, spouses, and 
direct and adopted female descendants of all 
men and women who were in the Armed Forces 
of the United States during either of the following 
periods: April 6, 1917, to November 11, 1918; 
and any ti me aft er December 7, 1941 who served 
on acti ve duty in the Armed Forces of the United 
States during either eligibility periods and died in 
the line of duty or aft er honorable discharge; and 

(4) to those women who of their own right are 
eligible for membership in The American Legion.* 

* A woman who is eligible for American Legion 
membership is eligible to join the American 
Legion Auxiliary regardless of whether or not she 
is a member of The American Legion. However, 
eligibility of her female relati ves (sister, mother, 
direct descendants) and/or spouse depends upon 
her membership in The American Legion.

Sons of the American Legion Membership

All male descendants, adopted sons and 
stepsons of members of The American Legion, 
and such male descendants of veterans who 
died in service during World I, World War II, 
the Korean War, the Vietnam War, Lebanon, 
Grenada, Panama, the Persian Gulf War and 
the War on Terror-ism, during the delimiti ng 
periods set forth In Arti cle IV, Secti on 1, of the 
Nati onal Consti tuti on of The American Legion, 
or who died subsequent to their honorable 
discharge from such service, shall be eligible For 
membership in the Sons of The American Legion.

There shall be no forms or class of membership 
except an acti ve membership.

The American Legion Membership

Thanks to the LEGION Act (Let Everyone Get 
Involved In Opportuniti es for Nati onal Service 
Act), Congress expanded the current eligibility 
period to cover Dec. 7, 1941, to the present, and 
includes the current war campaigns. Previously, 
there were seven declared war periods. Now 
there are two, the current war period dati ng 
back to World War II and another war era 
covering World War I.  If you have served 
federal acti ve duty in the United States Armed 
Forces since December 7, 1941, and have been 
honorably discharged or are sti ll serving - you 
are eligible for membership in The American 
Legion!
*Because eligibility dates remain open, all 
acti ve duty members of the U.S. Armed Forces 
are eligible to join The American Legion at this 
ti me, unti l the date of the end of hosti liti es as 
determined by the government of the United 
States.



Chaplain’s Corner
A happy New Year to each of you, may the Lord bless you all with good health and give us the strength and energy to serve those who need us.

A big “THANK YOU” to all those who worked so hard decorating the Post for the Holidays, it was appreciated by those who were at the Post.

Father we ask that You would be with our brothers and sisters serving our country both a home and overseas, bless them while away for families. 
Be with and comfort the families of those missing in action, may they soon be accounted for. We pray for those who suff ered wounds may they 
soon be healed, and we especially ask for comfort for the families who lost ones in action for our freedom. Th ank You!
We thank you Father, Son and Holy Spirit for all you do for our good. For God and country may we continue to remain a free nation.

Chaplain,
Wayne “Bud” Shoup

SR. VICE COMMANDER
I hope everyone is enjoying the holiday season. It doesn’t really matt er what your religion, people seem to smile a litt le more this 
ti me of year. With all the hustle and bustle that we put ourselves through this ti me of year, don’t forget to slow down and take a 
breath. We always have ti me to complain about whatever, but we should take ti me to remember and appreciate what we have. 
Losing a number of family and friends this year certainly helped me put things in perspecti ve. I wish I had more money, hair
and fewer wrinkles, but I’m the luckiest man in the world! I’m surrounded by the wealth of family and friends! I hope you fi nd 
your wealth. My wish is that everyone will be where they want to be this ti me of year. Please keep our troops in your thoughts and 
prayers. Whatever holiday you celebrate; I hope you all have a great one!

For God and country,

Pete Kalil
Senior Vice Commander

FROM THE COMMANDER
I would like to start out by saying ... I pray all your family and friends were together this Christmas and each of you found Peace and 
togetherness because that is the reason for the season!!!

We had a busy and a Great year at our 217 Post , Remodeling the kitchen was a goal for some of us with new fl ooring, ceiling, lights, 
sink, stove, countertops, table, upstairs bathroom was remodeled and new LED lighting in the upstairs Hall. Expansion of the outdoor 
patio will be completed in the spring as weather permits, we are also close to meeting our fundraising goal to have a power lift chair 
for members in need going upstairs ordered and installed!!! All we have accomplished are through Fundraising..no monies have been 
used from the Post accounts!!! So Thank you for all that helped make this possible! The goal for the kitchen in the near future is to 
bring back Sunday morning breakfasts.

We send our Prayers out to the family and friends of Sheryll Rost who retired as one of our bartenders we just learned of her passing. 
The passing of members is always hard; our Jr. Vice Frank Simon will forever be in our hearts. Frank passed last month so Please 
keep Cheryl, Sean, Celeste & Scott in your prayers. Frank was a positive role model and an honest man for us all. With his passing 
it was voted to name the upstairs hall “The Frank Simon Memorial Hall”.  Following the holidays we will have a ribbon cutting and 
ceremony to offi cially name the hall.

From my wife Patty and me, may your New Year be blessed and fi lled with happiness.

Commander Mike Huber

Booster Club Members - Thank you all for your donati ons for this issue of the newslett er. Those that have donated in previous 
issues, your names are displayed on the computer screen in the Post Lounge. You are very much appreciated.

Dan Orta Colleen Billings Robert Harry Cusson Family Donna & Dennis Guzenda Larry & Judy Marti n

Fred & Tom Milewski Mark & Lori Milewski Joe & Marianne Wright

There isn’t a dollar price per line. Whatever you wish to donate to help defray the cost of the newslett er is appreciated.

TABS FOR TOTS
If you donate tabs, please sign the list located by the Tab Drop Box on the landing going upstairs. Please print legibly. Proceeds for 
Tabs for Tots goes toward pediatric items at Henry Ford Wyandott e Hospital. Your donati ons are appreciated and many are multi ple 
monthly donors; Thank you!

Bill Payne Cindy Freeman Rob & Laurie Gury w/ H. Ford Cancer Center & Our Lady of Scapular Parish

Joe Wright Jerry Pitt s Katrina Herrick Richard & Joanne Fronczak Bonnie Bodart

Ted Butkin Terri Scheffl  er-Parks Al Starzec VFW 1136 North Shore Club Rich & Linda Swetz

In Memory of Jack Kell Capt. Dave Terry & Pvt. Tom Sommers



Hello Legion Family,

Hope to all for a healthy and safe new year. Wishing you success for all who are turning over ‘the new 
leaf’ for the new year, whether it be a new career, new house, to quit smoking or preparing to run a 10k 
or marathon. Good Luck!

Our Unit has been able to help many through 2019 with fundraising and donations. We were able to 
provide food, clothing, shoes and monetary donations to local veterans, families and charities. Thank 
you to all that participated and worked very hard. Veterans Day through the Holiday season we were 
able to distribute the 100 lap blankets that were hand made by a very motivated group of ladies. The 
lap blankets were distributed to veterans in nursing homes, hospitals and assisted living facilities. 
These men and women were very grateful and blessed to have visits from our Auxiliary members and 
the American Legion Americanism Team. 

Our Unit is planning a Chili Cook off in January, details to follow. February we will have our Valentine 
Raffl e. This is a cash raffl e; $1,000 fi rst place, $400 second place and $100 for third place. Please 
return your purchased tickets soon after receiving them in the mail. More discussions have taken place 
regarding dinners, please attend meetings to participate in the planning details and volunteer. Monthly 
calendar lottery tickets are available to purchase or sell - for details call 734-576-2946. We are always 
collecting food for the local shelters; please continue your generosity of non-perishable foods.

We are still celebrating our 100 years as an Organization, if you are a Facebook user, there are Units 
all over the country to follow and watch their celebrations. We will continue our celebration at the 
Department Convention in June. Details will be on Facebook, newsletters, Department’s website www.
michalaux.org or National’s website www.alaforveterans.org.

Please make sure your dues are paid for 2020. Dues are delinquent after December 31, 2019. If you 
have any membership questions, please contact Linda Ciemnicki 734-377-5724. Any other questions 
or ideas, please attend a meeting on the second Wednesday of each month at 7pm. Service Not Self.

Cari Ann Salamon - Unit President

President
Cari Ann Salamon

1st Vice President
Liz Rice

2nd Vice President
Linda Ciemnicki

Secretary
Linda Stanko

Treasurer
Eileen Houser

Historian
Patty J. Huber

Chaplain
Alicia Smith

Sgt.-at- Arms
Claudia Sendo

Executive Board
Caresse Filimon
Beverly Lapinski
Caroline Sutherby

American Legion Post 217           
Will be hosting a bus trip to

 
Battle Creek, MI 

 *****Thursday****** 
January 16, 2020 

Pick Up:         10:00 a.m. A.L. Post 217, 2817 VanAlstyne ,Wyandotte, Mi. 48192  

Depart Casino:    5:00 p.m. 

Arrive Back:          Approx. 7:00 p.m. 

Cost $55.00 per person 
Trip Includes:

Casino Slot Play $20.00// Meal Beverages $10.00
Entry in four raffles on bus //Beer on bus//Pizza at Post after return

This is a fundraiser and the largest part is the Raffles on the bus. We are adding
the cost of four raffle tickets to fee. Everyone on bus will then be in all four
raffles. If desired, additional tickets can be purchased.

There will be ONE BUS. First Come First Served until filled.
*****NO REFUNDS UNLESS YOU HAVE A REPLACEMENT*****

For more information: Bob Salamon @ (734) 658 0408
Make checks Payable to: American Legion Post 217
Put “Casino Trip Jan 2020” on the memo line on check.

Return Reservation Form with payment by 1/9/2020 to:
American Legion Post 217, 2817 VanAlstyne, Wyandotte, MI 48192

Casino Trip (1/16/2020)

Name: ______________________________________ Phone: (_____) ___________

Name: ______________________________________ Phone: (_____) ___________

Name: ______________________________________ Phone: (_____) ___________

Name: ______________________________________ Phone: (_____) ___________

Name: ______________________________________ Phone: (_____) ___________

Name: ______________________________________ Phone: (_____) ___________



Booster Club Form

Our Booster Club members are very special people. They help         
us continue to publish this newsletter. If you would like to join the 
Booster Club, please complete the form and provide your dona-
tion.  We will add your name to the list that will be published in 
the current issue.
  
PLEASE fi ll out this form, make your check or money order pay-
able to the American Legion Post 217 and send it to:

American Legion Post 217
ATTN: News Editor

2817 Van Alstyne Blvd.
Wyandotte, MI 48192

DATE:  __________________________________________

Name(s): __________________________________________

             ___________________________________________

I have enclosed :   $ ___________________

Post 217 Change Information Form

Member of: Legion ____ Aux ____ SAL ____

Name ___________________________________

New Address ________________________________
________________________________________

Email Address:  ______________________________

Name is spelled incorrectly please change the spelling to:
____________________________________________

I am reporting the death of a member

Date of Death: ___________________________

Name: __________________________________

Please fi ll out any pertinent information and return to the appro-
priate Membership Committee: (ie.. Legion, 

Auxiliary or Sons of American Legion)

American Legion Post 217
2817 Van Alstyne

Wyandotte, MI  48192

Attention Veterans:
If you need to fi le a claim with the Veterans Administration, our American Legion has a Service Offi  cer to assist 
you, Steve Mango. Steve is available via phone (734-626-3552) or in the Post Lounge on the 2nd Monday of each 
month. Once you have all the proper paperwork you can then go to the Downriver Community Conference – John 
D. Dingell Building, 15100 Northline Road, Southgate, Michigan 48195. Hours are every Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Thursday from 8:00 am – 4:00 pm in Room 100 (park in the west parking lot / enter through the Michigan Works 
Entrance). - 313-964-6640 - Ask for the Southgate Offi  ce.

Hello everyone! I hope everyone had a very merry Christmas and a safe and enjoyable New Year’s Eve.
The Rider’s lost one of our own in November to illness. I am thankful for the turnout we had of ALR 217
members for the services that were held to honor Frank Simon’s life and mourn his passing. Frank was a
dear friend to many of the Riders as well as to Post 217 and is greatly missed, although he is now in a
bett er place free of his pain. Rest in Peace, Frank!

Also, in November was the annual Detroit Veteran’s Day Parade. The staging area and route this year
was diff erent from years past, along Michigan Ave in the area of the old Tiger’s stadium. I wasn’t able to
att end due to a business trip but a big thank you to those riders who did turn out to represent Post 217.
If you haven’t paid your dues yet for 2020, please know that they are now well over-due and your
conti nued membership is in jeopardy.
We have been having a great turnout for our monthly business meeti ngs. If you haven’t been att ending,
they are on the second Tuesday of each month at 7pm, upstairs at the Post. New members are always
welcome, of course.
As is usually the case, the annual Pub Crawl had a great turnout and an awesome ti me again. A full bus,
and a few others following the bus, I’m told. We wound up again at the Post for pizza aft er a safe trip
around various American Legion posts, the Wyandott e VFW, and a quick run through another bar.
The Rider’s annual Christmas party was held in Trenton again. The dinner was great, and the beverages
seemed to fl ow well. This year we changed our choice of entertainment to Manny. I think it’s safe to say
that everyone enjoyed him, and we’ll see him again. Seems to me that we had more karaoke performers
than dancers too.
Take care all and see you at our next meeti ng.

John Crossno
Director, ALR 217

Director
John Crossno

Asst. Director
Doug Williams

Treasurer
Ron Vilag

Chaplain
Bill Speed Rice

Membership
Liz Rice

Secretary
Phil Smalley

Sgt-at-Arms
John O Easley

Road Captain
Dan Fell



FEBRUARY
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1

2 3 4  WVHG Rifl e 
Club 10 am

5 Legion Exc Com 
Mtg 5:30 pm
Legion General 
Membership Mtg. 
7pm

6 SAL Ex. Comm 
- 6:30 pm 
S.A.L. Mtg 7pm

7 8  After the Fire 
Band - 8PM

9 10 11 Legion Rid-
ers Mtg. 7pm

12 Auxiliary Meet-
ing 7 pm

13 Coffee w/ 
Commander 9 - 
11 am

14 15

16 17 18 19 20 21 22

23 24 25 26 27 28 29

JANUARY
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 New Year’s 
Day

2 3 Legion Exc 
Com Mtg 5:30pm
Legion Gen Mem 
Mtg. 7pm

4

5 6 7  WVHG Rifl e 
Club 10 am

8  Auxiliary 
Meeting 7 pm

9 SAL Ex. Comm 
- 6:30 pm 
S.A.L. Mtg 7pm

10 11 
Flip Side - 8PM
(Band)

12 13 14 Legion 
Riders Mtg. 
7pm

15 16 Coffee w/ 
Commander 9 - 
11 am

Casino Trip 

17 Start of “Op-
eration Dessert 
Storm” (1991)

18

19 20 Martin 
Luther King 
Day

21 22 23 24 25

26 27 Vietnam 
Cease-Fire 
(1973)

28 29 30 31



Soups are on in the Lounge. Please come on in and enjoy a hot bowl of soup and/or a sandwich. 

For those of you on Facebook, join the group and check out the American Legion page for updates, 
events and specials. Other details, due renewals and events can be found on the website too - htt p://

americanlegion217.com. If you have ideas to share or questi ons that need to be answered, please 
att end a meeti ng to learn and have a VOTE!!!

Girls State - June 14 – June 20, 2020
Michigan State University - Shaw Hall

What single American Legion Auxiliary program can be inspirati onal, educati onal,
life-changing, and fun? It is American Legion Auxiliary Girls State/Girls Nati on, 
a marquee Auxiliary program. At American Legion Auxiliary Girls State, high school
female students who have completed their junior year are competi ti vely selected
to parti cipate in a seven-day mock government program where they learn about civics and American government in a 
fast-paced, interacti ve program of campaigning, debati ng, voti ng, and electi ng mock local and state leaders.

SCHOOL COUNSELOR AND SPONSOR INFORMATION CAN BE FOUND AT WWW.MICHALAUX.ORG/GIRLS-STATE

Boys State - 2020 at Grand Valley State University, Allendale 
Campus June 14 - 20, 2020

American Legion Boys State is among the most respected and selective educational programs of government 
instruction for U.S. high school students. A participatory program in which students become part of the 
operation of local, county and state government. The training is objective and centers on the structure of city, 
county and state governments. Operated by students elected to various offi ces, Boys State activities include 
legislative sessions, court proceedings, law-enforcement presentations, assemblies, bands, choruses and 
recreational programs.

htt ps://michiganboysstate.org/  

Michigan Boys State Facebook – Like Us

 Upcoming - 2020 Scholarships
The Michigan American Legion Auxiliary supports high-educati on through our scholarship programs - 
htt ps://michalaux.org/scholarships/

2019-2020 MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP - Deadline: Received by February 15, 2020
2019-2020 NON-TRADITIONAL STUDENT SCHOLARSHIP - Deadline: Received by February 15, 2020
2020 - MEDICAL CAREER SCHOLARSHIP -- Postmarked no later than March 15, 2020

Link to American Legion Auxiliary Scholarship Opportuniti es -htt ps://www.alaforveterans.org/scholarships/

**************************************************************************************************
William D. & Jewell Brewer Scholarship $500 Award - available to only Michigan residents who are high school seniors or college 
students – without a bachelor’s degree, who are a son, daughter,  grandchild or great-grandchild of a war-ti me veteran planning to or are att ending 
any nati onally accredited college or university or trade school. Selecti on is based on a student’s G.P.A. of 2.5 or higher, fi nancial need, parent’s or 
grandparent’s honorable acti ve war-ti me military service, goals, and intenti ons.  Scholarships are $500 and non-renewable.

Guy M. Wilson Scholarship $500 Award for High School Seniors  - available to only Michigan residents who are high school seniors 
and are a son, daughter, grandchild or great-grandchild of a war-ti me veteran planning to or are att ending any Michigan accredited college or 
university or trade school. Selecti on is based on a student’s G.P.A. of 2.5 or higher, fi nancial need, parent’s or grandparent’s honorable acti ve war-
ti me military service, goals, and intenti ons.  Scholarships are $500 and non-renewable.
Online submission and required documentati on is due by January 13, 2020 by 5:00 pm.

For more informati on and to enroll  - htt ps://michiganlegion.org/scholarships/



Americanism is one of the four pillars of the American Legion. If you are looking to be involved in Post 217’s Americanism 
programs, you are in luck. We are currently looking for new members for our team, you must be a Legion or Sons of 

the American Legion member. One of our projects is the Flag Program for Schools. We go to the local grade schools and 
teach the students fl ag history, fl ag folding, and fl ag eti quett e. We also teach the history of the Pledge of Allegiance. 

What a great feeling to see these students interest in our fl ag and its history. We also go to convalescent homes to put 
on Veterans programs for our comrades. Last summer we went to a reti rement community in Dexter to do a fl ag raising/
history of the fl ag program. If you are interested please contact Bob Salamon at 734-658-0408 or salamonbs@aol.com.

Also the Wyandott e Veterans Honor Guard (WVHG) is looking for Veterans, who have an interest in providing Military 
Honors to our deceased comrades. We provide your uniform. You do not have to do all funerals, it’s not a full ti me job. 
You will get a rewarding feeling knowing our comrades get a proper military ceremony. If interested call the WVHG at 

734-341-3307.



The American Legion
Edward C. Headman Post 217
2817 Van Alstyne Blvd.
Wyandotte, MI  48192
Phone: 734-282-2698
www.americanlegion217.com
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   Time Sensitive Material - Please Expedite Delivery To:

PLEASE MARK THE FOLLOWING IMPORTANT DATES ON YOUR CALENDAR

 SERVICE OFFICER HOURS                               SECOND MONDAY OF EACH MONTH         4:00 PM TO 8:00 P.M.
 POST EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING    1ST WEDNESDAY               @  5:30 P.M.
 AUXILIARY UNIT MEMBERSHIP MEETING   2ND WEDNESDAY              @  7:00 P.M.
 POST GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING    1st WEDNESDAY              @  7:00 P.M.
 SAL MEETING       2ND THURSDAY              @  7:00 P.M.
 RIFLE CLUB MEETING      1ST TUESDAY               @10:00 A.M.
 LEGION RIDERS MEETING      2nd TUESDAY               @  7:00 P.M.


