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Blue Water Veterans are ﬁhally getting their due, spread
the word!

Who should be seeing an Accredited Service Officer about the Blue Water
issues?

If you are a Vietnam Veteran who served on a ship in the blue waters
surrounding Vietnam, the law states 12 nautical miles, but don’t worry if you do
not remember, they have created a list of ships that qualify.

Unfortunately, they are not giving that list out for us to publish, the veteran
needs to apply first.

If you are a widow of a Vietnam Veteran who served on a ship in the blue waters
surrounding Vietnam, and they may have died due to a heart condition, cancer,
or a disease in one of the 14 categories listed should speak to an accredited
veteran service officer.

Any veteran or widow who previously filed a claim for Agent Orange, but was
denied due to not having service on the ground in Vietnam.

Korean War veterans or widows should speak with an accredited service officer
if the veteran served on or near the DMZ in South Korea in the 1950s and 1960s
and suffers or died from one of the 14 categories listed.

Who is an Accredited Veteran Service Officer? An accredited veteran service
officer is employed by a veterans service organization, like the American Legion,
a county veteran service office, or state veteran service officer. The cost to see
an accredited service officer is ZERO dollars to the veteran or widow. Do not
see an attorney; they will charge you money for a service you can get free.

To find an accredited service officer near you call:

The American Legion Department of Michigan Veteran Service Officer at (313)
964-6640.

Do not hesitate to file your claim, set up an appointment now.




FROM THE COMMANDER

Brothers and Sisters

I would like to start off by Thanking Senior Vice Pete Kalil for stepping up while on vacation for 2 weeks, there was over 18 Of us
all Veterans and their spouses, we were able to visit other countries and saw some beautiful turquoise/ blue Oceans, the Mayan ruins..
the views and sites we saw were beautiful but it also made me realize how blessed with this great country we are, things we might
take for granted like clean drinkable running water,sewage,electricity, working infrastructure which as we drove among their roads
we so much appreciated what we have. So grateful for our Brothers and Sisters that have served our Great Country so each of us can
have the kind of life we live and choose, then after their service to our Country some continue to Volunteer to various causes,staying
involved and volunteering is a vital part of our Countries services so Please stay “Involved “!!!! Our building here in Wyandotte, the
American Legion Post 217 belongs to each and every Veteran that has served this Great Country... you have a DD214... this is your
“House” come help us Serve your brothers and sisters that share the same as you

Hope to see you at the Start of our Post Breakfast’s starting February 23 (ad in Newsletter)

Mike Huber

SR. VICE COMMANDER
Stay in the Day

By now you’ve heard about the tragic accident that took the lives of Kobe Bryant, his daughter Gianna and seven others a couple of
weeks ago. It seems the media consistently reminds us about that tragic day. For most of us, our passing is an obit in the local paper
followed by a memorial service. Our family and friends grieve and do their best to move forward. | feel like the family and friends of
those who died in that accident have to relive it every day. | can’t imagine losing a loved one and having to hear about it every day.
Please keep them in your prayers. It is a reminder how fragile and precious our lives and relationships are.

\With all the chaos in our lives, its easy to take our relationships for granted. | encourage everyone to hold their loved ones close.
Reach out to that someone you’ve been meaning to call or meet with. | know its something | need to do.

There’s no time like the present!

Pete Kalil - Senior Vice Commander

Dear Comrades:

We are closing out the winter season looking forward to some sunshine in the future; soon the snowbirds will be returning home.
We pray for safe travels for all of them. Welcome home once again! Our Post is still here to greet you back.

We are in the Lenten season and soon we will be celebrating Holy week and then Easter on April 12, 2020. Praise God for the resur-
rection of our Lord Jesus Christ.

We pray for all of those serving our country this day, Lord keep them in your safe keeping. We pray for the wounded may they
soon be healed, for the missing in action may soon be accounted for and their remains returned to their beloved homeland and
their families. We pray for those who paid the supreme price for our freedom, may we never, never forget. Thank you so much our
beloved warriors!

We pray for our Post 217 for continued membership growth, we also would encourage our membership to attend our monthly
meetings for the post belongs to each of us, may we encourage one another. May the Lord bless you all!

For God and Country,
Chaplain, Wayne (Bud) Shoup

TABS FOR TOTS

If you donate tabs, please sign the list located by the Tab Drop Box on the landing going upstairs. Please print legibly. Proceeds for
ITabs for Tots goes toward pediatric items at Henry Ford Wyandotte Hospital. Your donations are appreciated and many are multiple
monthly donors; Thank you!

Bill Payne Cindy Freeman Rob & Laurie Gury w/ H. Ford Cancer Center & Our Lady of Scapular Parish
Joe Wright  Michael Fezzey Eileen Houser Mark and Lorri Milewski Peter Podolski  In Memory of Jack Kell
Ted Butkin ~ Ellen Thon Heidi & Steve Brown North Shore Club Al Starzec

Booster Club Members - Thank you all for your donations for this issue of the newsletter. Those that have donated in previous
issues, your names are displayed on the computer screen in the Post Lounge. You are very much appreciated.

Dan Orta Colleen Billings Joe Struntz  Patricia Moffett Melanie Charles Bob and Sherry Wotta
Caitlin and Zachary Wotta Richard and Joanne Fronczak

There isn’t a dollar price per line. Whatever you wish to donate to help defray the cost of the newsletter is appreciated.
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Hello Legion Family,

Thank you to all that purchased Valentine’s Day tickets and those that donated extra!!! The winners
were - 1st Place - Alan Holmes, 2nd Place - A & L Parker, and 3rd Place - V. Varnauskas. It was greatly,
appreciated for all of your support. We are able to continue our mission of supporting the American
Legion, the Veterans, Military and their families.

Our Auxiliary is sponsoring 2 young ladies to go to Girls State at Michigan State University. This is
such an amazing endeavor for our Auxiliary and the young ladies to further their education. Please
pray for their journey, safety and growth during their experiences.

Winter Conference was a great success for our Unit. New ideas, rules and ways to streamline pro-
cesses were shared. Come on in for our March 11, 2020 meeting a 7pm. April is our election time. Our
general membership meeting is April 8, 2020 at 7pm. Nominations and election of officers will be held
at the meeting. Members attending, please remember to have your dues paid and your current mem-
bership card with you. Membership continues to grow and it's fantastic to see the new faces at the
meetings and in the Post. With the American Legion changes to eligibility, male spouses of veterans
are now able to join the Auxiliary. Come on in and join!!! Here’s an updated Preamble.

For God and Country, we associate ourselves together for the following purposes:
To uphold and defend the constitution of the United States of America; to maintain law and order; to
foster and perpetuate a one hundred percent Americanism; to preserve the memories and incidents of
our associations in all wars; to inculcate a sense of individual obligation to the community, state and
nation; to combat the autocracy of both the classes and the masses; to make right the master of might;
to promote peace and goodwill on earth; to safeguard and transmit to posterity the principles of justice,
freedom, and democracy; to participate in and contribute to the accomplishment of the aims and pur-
poses of The American Legion; to consecrate and sanctify our association by our devotion to mutual
helpfulness.

+ BLOOD DRIVE MARCH 31, 2020
NOON - 6PM

-

For God and Country -
Cari Ann Salamon Unit 217 President

NOMINATIONS AND ELECTION OF POST 217 2020 - 2021 LEGION OFFICERS ARE AS FOLLOWS:

Nominations: General Membership meeting on March 4, 2020 at 7pm. You must be present at the meeting or have
filed a letter or email with the Post Adjutant (salamonbs@aol.com) stating your intent to accept nomination.

Election: Election will be held on April 1, 2020, polls will be open from 1 - 6:45 pm. You must show your 2020
membership card to vote.

*** Executive Board Meeting for April 1, 2020 will be held on March 31, 2020 at 5:30 pm due to elections.

Director
John Crossno

Asst. Director
Doug Williams

Treasurer
Ron Vilag

Chaplain
Bill Speed Rice

Membership
Liz Rice

Secretary
Phil Smalley

Sgt-at-Arms
John O Easley

Road Captain
Dan Fell

Riding season is almost upon us and we have a lot of happy motorcycle enthusiasts ready to go.But
before we get ahead of ourselves, remember that Mother Nature is still in control. For most of us,
this Winter has been fairly quiet. Afterall, how many bikes have you heard going by? The regular
snowbird group did go down to Florida, some for a couple weeks, others for most of the Winter.
Skipping out on most of the excitement in Michigan, they went on a Western Caribbean 7-day
cruise, and had a great time. Back in Wyandotte however, we celebrated New Year’s Eve at the Post
and raffled off the two saddle bags full of cheer.

If you get this in time, the Riders are hosting a corned beef and cabbage lunch and dinner on March
17th, beginning at 12:00 (noon) until 6 or wherever the food runs out.

It has otherwise been pretty uneventful, but things are sure to pick up soon enough. Signs of Spring
are all around us.. Trees are budding, the ice on the Great Lakes is only half of what it normally is,
and other similar signs. Let’s hope that the groundhog in PA was right and that Mother Nature is
going to play by his rules. Until next time, be safe and take care!
John Crossno S
Director, ALR 217

LEGIO:
#IEER®
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To all S.A.L Members, SPRING is around the corner! Well, winter isn’t over yet but hasn’t been too bad.
Let’s hope it continues to be bearable. Your membership renewal is still very important to us and all
dues support S.A.L. programs for our veterans and our community.

We are still collecting dues for the 2020 year. Individual letters have been sent out to all current
members, please respond as soon as possible so that you can help us meet our 2020 goals! (If you

have already submitted your 2020 dues your new cards are on the way!). Remember you can stop by
the post any time or send your renewal by mail to, Sons of The American Legion, 2817 Van Alstyne St,
Wyandotte, M1 48192.

Our March meeting is the time for nominations of officers. If you are interested in serving and guiding
our Squadron for the 2020 — 2021 year, please come to the meeting on March 12 th, 2020 and help us
in choosing of future leadership. Voting will be held at our regularly scheduled meeting April 9 th, 2020.
We will be discussing a due’s increase during our March 12 th meeting. The American Legion at the
National level has increased their requirements from us for the 2021 membership year. Fortunately,
there hasn’t been an increase for many, many years, unfortunately, due to the rising costs associated
with managing memberships and programs a modest increase is necessary. Please, come the March
12th meeting and have your voices heard!

The 2020 SAL State convention is being held at the Holiday Inn Southgate (soon to have a name change)
in our district (16 th ) this year June 5-7, 2020. This is also sponsored by the 18 th district and there

a quite a few activities planned, including a river boat ride on Saturday June 6 th | Much more info is
available at the regular meetings and posted at the Post. Please help support this weekend event in any
way you can.

We are selling a challenge coin to also aid in supporting our Veteran programs. This coin is unique
because it also has a ball marker (the Sons Logo) built into it. A sample is available in the display case
near the front door.

Attention Veterans:

If you need to file a claim with the Veterans Administration, our American Legion has a Service Officer to assist
you, Steve Mango. Steve is available via phone (734-626-3552) or in the Post Lounge on the 2nd Monday of each
month. Once you have all the proper paperwork you can then go to the Downriver Community Conference - John
D. Dingell Building, 15100 Northline Road, Southgate, Michigan 48195. Hours are every Tuesday, Wednesday and
Thursday from 8:00 am - 4:00 pm in Room 100 (park in the west parking lot / enter through the Michigan Works
Entrance). - 313-964-6640 - Ask for the Southgate Office.

Post 217 Change Information Form
Aux SAL

Booster Club Form
Member of: Legion

Our Booster Club members are very special people. They help
us continue to publish this newsletter. If you would like to join the
Booster Club, please complete the form and provide your dona-
tion. We will add your name to the list that will be published in
the current issue.

PLEASE fill out this form, make your check or money order pay-

able to the American Legion Post 217 and send it to:
American Legion Post 217
ATTN: News Editor
2817 Van Alstyne Blvd.
Wyandotte, MI 48192

DATE:

Name(s):

| have enclosed : $

Name
New Address

Email Address:

Name is spelled incorrectly please change the spelling to:

I am reporting the death of a member

Date of Death:

Name:

Please fill out any pertinent information and return to the appro-
priate Membership Committee: (ie.. Legion,
Auxiliary or Sons of American Legion)

American Legion Post 217
2817 Van Alstyne
Wyandotte, MI 48192




MARCH

Sunday | Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3WVHG Rifle |4 Legion Exc Com |5 6 7
Club 10 am Mtg 5:30 pm
Legion General
Membership Mtg.
pm
8 Breakfast |9 10 Legion 11 Auxiliary Meet- | 12 SAL Ex. 13 14 “Thom” One
8-1lam Riders Mtg. 7pm |ing 7 pm Comm - 6:30 pm man band 8pm
-$7 S.A.L. Mtg 7pm
15 16 17 ALR - Corned |18 19 Coffee w/ 20 21 Policeman
Beef & Cabbage Commander 9 - of the Year
Dinner Noon - 11 am Ceremony
7pm $10 Casino Trip Noon - 2pm
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
29 30 31 Blood Drive
Noon - 6pm
Legion Exc Com
Mtg 5:30 pm
APRIL
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4
Legion General
Membership Mtg.
pm
5 Breakfast 8 | 6 7 WVHG Rifle |8 Auxiliary Meeting | 9 SAL Ex. 10 11
-11am - $7 Club 10 am 7pm Comm - 6:30 pm
S.A.L. Mtg 7pm
12 13 14 Legion Riders | 15 16 Coffee w/ 17 18
Mtg. 7pm Commander 9 -
11 am
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
26 27 28 29 30




FireKeepers Casino

IATTILE CIREETI.. MI
MTHURSIPA™Y. MARCH 19, T0OT

PickUp: 10:00 a.m. A.L. Post 217, 2817 Van Alstyne, Wyandotte, Ml 48192

Depart Casino: 5:00 p.m. Arrive Back: Approx. 7:00pm
COST $55.(}(} PER PERSON
Trip Includes: Casino Slot Play... s .520.00
Meal, Beverage or Gﬂ°t Shop S0
Total.. : 525 8]0

There will be beer on the Bus and Ptzza at the pr.:>5‘t upon return. There w-:l.[ be OMNE BUS First Come - First
Served until filled.

This is a Fundraiser and the largest part is the raffles. We are adding the cost of raffle tickets to the
fee. Everyvone on the Bus will be in all four raffles. Anvone wishing to buy additional tickets may do so
on the bus.

EEEEEANO REFUNDS UNLESS YOU HAVE A REPLACEMENT®*®***
For more information: Bob Salamon @ (734) 658-0408
Make checks Payable to: American Legion Post 217
Put “Casino Trip-Mar-2020" on the memo line on check.
Return Reservation Form with payment by March 12, 2020 to:
American Legion Post 217, 2817 Van Alstyne, Wyandotte, MI 48192

MName: Phone: ( ]
Mame: Phone: ( )
MName: Phone: ( )
Mame: Phone: ( }

American iEM'OSt 217 John Dingell VA Medical Center
2020-Breakfasts
$7-Per Person

Are you in need of transportation to get to the
VA Hospital?

Starting February 26, 2020, the American Legion
will be offering a free shuttle to get to and from
the John Dingell VA Medical Center in Detroit.
The shuttle will run every Wednesday.

You must be at the American Legion (location
below) between 7 - 7:15 AM. Another shuttle will
run after noon. Please be at the location between

noon and 12:15pm.

Please call if there is a need for help with
. ; ] . handicapped veteran and we can arrange to
Sunday, Apn| 5th have the shuttle pick them up within a five mile
radius of the American Legion location.
American Legion Veteran’s Service Office

Scrambled Eggs, Pancakes, 15100 Northline Rd. RM 100
Southgate, MI 48195
Sausage, Potatoes Phone: 734-720-7855

Orange Juice, Coffee

From the Adjutant:

Membership has hit the 94% mark. As of February 17th we have 126 members who have not paid your dues for 2020. Perhaps you
have just forgotten or thought you paid. Take out your membership card to see if it says 2020 on it. If not please pay either on line at
mylegion.org or send /take to the Post. Remember, your dues help pay for the many programs the American Legion has to help not
only veterans but children and youth and our local communities.

The recently passed “Legion Act” has changed the eligibility dates for membership in the American Legion. Any veteran honorably
discharged since Dec 7, 1941 can now join the American Legion. If you know of someone who now is eligible, please sign him/her up.

If you have any questions about membership please call me at 734-658-0408 or email at salamonbobby@gmail.com.
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Girls State - June 14 - June 20, 2020
Michigan State University - Shaw Hall

What single American Legion Auxiliary program can be inspirational, educational, life-changing, and fun? It is American Legion
Auxiliary Girls State/Girls Nation, a marquee Auxiliary program. At American Legion Auxiliary Girls State, high school

female students who have completed their junior year are competitively selected to participate in a seven-day mock government
program where they learn about civics and American government in a fast-paced, interactive program of campaigning, debating,
voting, and electing mock local and state leaders.

SCHOOL COUNSELOR AND SPONSOR INFORMATION CAN BE FOUND AT WWW.MICHALAUX.ORG/GIRLS-STATE

Boys State - 2020 at Grand Valley State University, Allendale Campus June 14 - 20, 2020

American Legion Boys State is among the most respected and selective educational programs of government instruction
for U.S. high school students. A participatory program in which students become part of the operation of local, county
and state government. The training is objective and centers on the structure of city, county and state governments.
Operated by students elected to various offices, Boys State activities include legislative sessions, court proceedings, law-
enforcement presentations, assemblies, bands, choruses and recreational programs.

AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY

https://michiganboysstate.org/ r'\ . - .* G
Michigan Boys State Facebook — Like Us S 1"\3 S 11X S*

MICHIGAN S TATE




